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Over the last few years, educational assessments have undergone many
changes. As the parent of a high school student you may be faced with a
confusing alphabet soup. You read CAASP, ACT, SAT, EAP, AP, CAST and
you are still wondering what happened to STAR testing. You may also
have a child that gets extremely anxious in tests and therefore doesn’t
test well enough to demonstrate the knowledge and skills attained. Then
there are college entrance exams and college placement tests. In this
issue we will examine several types of tests and specific tests to help you
navigate the system of assessments. First are the tests that high school
students will take with our school.
CAASPP
The CAASPP (California Assessment of Student Performance and
Progress) is the state standardized test all 11th grade students take. This
is an important test that benefits the students in that it can replace
required placement tests and introductory classes in the California State
Universities and most California Community Colleges (see page 3).
CAST
The CAST is the new California Science Test that is being offered as a pilot
test this year using the Next Generation Science Standards. Our school
was assigned the 10th grade test, which is fortunate as our sophomores
will be more prepared when taking tests based on these standards in the
future.

Upcoming College Related Testing Dates
SAT
SAT Registration Link

ACT
ACT Registration Link

The deadline for the March 11 test
is February 10. (The late
registration date is February 28)

The deadline for the April 8 test is
March 3. (The late registration
date is March 17)

The deadline for the May 6 test is
April 7. (The late registration date
is April 28)

The deadline for the June 10 test
is April 7. (The late registration
date is April 28)

The deadline for the June 3 test is
May 9.

Placement Tests
Sign up for placement tests for
the CSU and Community
Colleges
Seniors: Check your CAASPP
scores from last year to see if
they qualify you to be exempt
from CSU or Community
college placement tests, (more
on page 3).

GUIDANCE NEWSLETTER

February – March 2017

Updates & Deadlines
8th grade transition to High School Keep an eye
out for this Webinar coming in March. It will be open to
parents and ES’s with 8th graders and will help to
understand the changes that come when entering high
school and offer tools to success.

Early Planning for College Affordability By National
Honor Society (You need not be a member. List Jami Riley as
advisor, School affiliation number not required) February 15

Online ACT Demo Class February 22
Choosing the College that's Best for You By National
Honor Society (You need not be a member. List Jami Riley as
advisor, School affiliation number not required) March 22

College Week Live All Access Day March 30

$ee our

$ $ Spring Semester Scholarships
$$

• COSMOS UC Summer Programs
o Deadline to apply: February 17
• Summer Academic Enrichment program
CSU Northridge
National Youth Science Camp
o Deadline to apply: March 1
• Other Summer Opportunities for Advanced
Students
• Cal Grant Financial Aid:
• Deadline March 2 (Apply by completing the
FAFSA at www.fafsa.gov)
o If you need help you can go to a
Cash4College Workshop near you.
• CSU Placement Tests Register NOW (Dates
vary by campus but the sooner you apply, the
higher the likelihood of testing at your local
campus)
• College Fairs, Open Houses and Preview Days
Spring 2017

Vendor Highlight: COMPREHEND
COMPREHEND provides paper and online courses with lessons that are designed to be
academically challenging and an enjoyable experience. Lessons are interactive and contain
multimedia resources that help students succeed and retain what they are learning, with material being
presented in bite-size pieces, with larger critical thinking concepts threaded throughout each
unit. COMPREHEND combines rigorous content, rich multimedia, and the Internet to generate academic
discovery, so students receive a real-world, online educational experience. Their core high school courses and
many of their elective courses are a-g approved!
Cost: A student license can be purchased for $250; each license is for an unlimited number of classes and valid
for 12 months. Complete an OML request for students for courses with this vendor.
Courses: To view all of the courses they offer, visit this course list.
Scope and Sequence: 3rd - 12th grade Scope and Sequence
Demo Logins: We have access to demo accounts so that we can explore the classes. Please feel free to share
these logins with your families! Visit this link: COMPREHEND demo accounts.

Upcoming Webinars: There are two webinars in February where representatives from COMPREHEND
will be giving us a look at the student's view in their courses and covering all basic functions necessary for
bringing a student through their assigned courses. Join us to learn about these great online courses and to ask
any questions you may have for this vendor!
• Monday, February 6 at 4:30 pm and Friday, February 24 at 9:30 am
Please email Janelle Brewer, jbrewer@ieminc.org to register for either of these webinars!
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College Entrance Exams Versus Placement Tests
College Entrance Exams
College Entrance Exams are the tests students take to qualify for
admissions into a university. The only two college entrance exams are the
SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) and the ACT (Put out by American College
Testing program). Students may take either of these tests and then the
scores will be weighed with the grade point average as a significant part of
the admissions decision. Generally, the higher the GPA, the lower the
cutoff score for the college admission exam. See California State
University Eligibility Index and the University of California Admissions Index. These indexes determine if a
student is eligible, meaning able to apply and a computer does not automatically disregard them. This does
not mean that the student will be accepted. To be accepted students are competing against other eligible
candidates and their admission depends on the number the university can accept as well as the number and
qualification of applicants. One way to find out whether a school is within range for your student, go to
Explore Colleges at California Colleges. You can type in a specific college name (nationwide) or browse college
systems. Once you have put in your college name you can click on it and then go to the Admissions tab on the
left. Scroll down to see average GPA and test scores. Remember that these are just averages and students
below that obviously are accepted, but it gives a baseline view of the admissions competition.

Placement Tests
Placement tests are given to students who are already accepted to a college to
determine the level of English, Math, and sometimes Science courses they may
take. This applies to community colleges as well as to universities. Once students
have decided where they plan to attend, they must sign up for placement tests. It
is extremely important to prepare for these exams because they decide how many
math or English classes one must take before taking classes that count for a
degree. This, in turn, determines how long it will take to graduate from college.
The University of California Placement Test

The University of California requires all students who have not demonstrated readiness
through SAT, ACT, or AP English tests by April 1 must take the UC Analytical Writing
Placement Examination. This exam costs $110 and if you are accepted to a University of
California you will receive a letter in April telling when and where the to take the test.

California State University Placement Tests
The California State Universities use the CSU English Placement test
and the Entry Level Math placement test. You can be exempted from
these tests through the CAASPP, SAT, or ACT. If you are not exempt,
you sign up at CSU Placement Exam Registration. When you try to
sign up, it will let you know if you are exempt from English or Math
tests. If you do not test “ready” on the placement exams, you are
required to attend CSU Early Start the summer school before your
freshman year. This summer school program costs $182.

Working in Your Favor

Saving You Time and Money!

Community College Placement Tests
You can use your CAASPP test, SAT or ACT to be exempted from placement tests at California Community
Colleges as well. If not, go to the assessment page in the college website to find out what placement tests are
given. Most assessment centers have links to practice tests and test prep sites. The most common
assessments are Accuplacer, CTEP and ACE English tests and The CSU/UC Mathematics Diagnostic Testing
Project (MDTP). Click to see Community College Placement Test Study Resources.
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Releasing CAASPP Scores to the Early Assessment Program
The Early Assessment Program (EAP)
The CAASPP testing system from the California Department of Education has partnered with the California
State Universities (CSU) and California Community Colleges (CCC). This program is called the Early
Assessment Program (EAP). Each year every student in grade 11 takes the CAASPP. The questions have been
aligned so that you do not need to complete any extra questions. You DO, however need to release your scores
to the EAP in order to be exempt from placement tests.

Releasing Your CAASPP Test Scores
At the end of your CAASPP test, you will be asked if you want to release your scores to the EAP. You will be
asked to authorize the release of the math scores and the English scores separately. You should release
both. If you don’t do it on test day you can later release the scores to the CSU or the CCC that you attend. This
is a further hassle and you may miss the deadline and still have to take the placement test.

Advantages of Releasing Scores
It saves money: The CSU placement tests are $20 each. You pay for Math and English separately so a total of
$40 for both.
It saves time: You must drive to a CSU campus to take the test. It takes about three and a half hours of testing
plus waiting time. You cannot be released early so you will be there at least 4 hours.
They don’t affect college entrance: Low CAASPP scores will not hurt the chances of acceptance to a
university. This is not the case. Admissions officers do not have access to your scores on the EAP.
There is nothing to lose: If you do poorly on the tests they won’t affect college admissions and you would
simply have to take the placement tests that you would if you hadn’t released the scores.

Disadvantages of Releasing Scores
There are none!

Preparing for the Grade 11 CAASPP and Placement Tests
It is a good idea to spend time training for the CAASPP since your scores can impact your future. See our
school’s CAASPP Test Prep Document. When you go to the CAASPP Practice Tests site the screen has all fields
listed as Guest. Leave the settings as they are and click Sign In. On the next screen pick high school from the
dropdown menu and you can begin your practice tests. You can also prepare at the CSU Early Assessment
Program site. Try to spend some time on the Math Success Website and also English Success Website.

Click to see

California
Community Colleges
using the

CAASPP
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Test anxiety is no fun. As parents we want to
give our children good experiences and not
overly stress them. The issue, however, is that
life brings tests. Whether college admissions,
certifications, driving, or continuing education,
there will be tests. What we as parents and
educators must understand is that testing is a
skill and anxiety isn’t always bad. Our teens
were scared when they first rode a bike or first drove a car and we supported them, helped them practice and
eventually let go. Academic testing works the same way. We need to teach test taking skills, relaxation
techniques and thought processing.
Test anxiety at high stakes tests such as college admissions tests and placement tests cover three types of
anxiety: fear of the unknown, fear of failure, and fear of future repercussions.
Fear of the Unknown
We can help our children with this fear by giving them practice taking tests. Teach them how to study for
tests for their courses. Take practice tests, create study guides, practice online tests. Testing sites such as
Cram and Quizlet can help. Click on the sites and search the name of a textbook or course and there will most
likely be practice for your book by chapter. For high school CAASPP, the SAT and the ACT or college
placement tests the fear of the unknown can be solved by going to the resources and study and take practice
tests. This issue has links to study materials for all of these tests. Students can use resources to learn testtaking skills. See resources for Test Taking Tips. Even simple skills such as doing the easier questions first
and saving harder questions for later will help immensely. If possible, students should wear a watch and
check to see the number of questions in a section to know about how long to spend on each question. They
may not use their cell phones for this. For the college entrance exams also look at the resources for what to
expect on the test day: What to Expect with the SAT and What to Expect with the ACT on test day. Teach your
child how to relax, to stretch during the test and to get plenty of sleep the night before and prepare a healthy
breakfast the morning of the test.
Talk to your child and find out what his or her fears are. Is it arriving late? Drive the route ahead of time and
time it and then leave plenty of spare time to get there early. Is it the fear of doing poorly? Sign up for tests
early enough that there will still be a chance to retake the test. Let your child know that the first one can be
just for practice unless their scores are high enough to not need to retake it. Also, let them know that even if
they never get the score they want, they can still reach their goal. Let them know that they may be going to
community college first but their degree will still be from the university from which they will graduate. Let
your child know that setbacks happen and doing poorly is acceptable and you will be supportive in whatever
options open for their future. See more Test Anxiety Tips and Admissions Test Resources.
.

Fee Waivers

Testing Accommodations
Some students with documented disabilities can use accommodations
with both the ACT and the College Board. This would include the ACT,
SAT, SAT Subject Tests, PSAT and AP tests. It is a rather lengthy process
and may require a recent diagnosis from a doctor or psychologist. If your
child has a documented disability and plans to take these tests, contact
your guidance coordinator months in advance of registering. Please see:

Families with financial need
may be eligible to use fee
waivers for testing. To check
eligibility and process see:

Eligibility and Process for Receiving Accommodations With ACT

If you qualify, contact your
guidance coordinator.

Eligibility and Process for Receiving Accommodations With College Board
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Fee Waivers for ACT
Fee Waivers for College Board
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SAT and ACT Prep
ACT Prep
ACT states that the best test practice is to take the appropriate college prep classes. Unlike
the SAT, which covers Language Arts and Math, the ACT also covers science. Both math tests
cover all of algebra 1-2, geometry and a few questions on trigonometry. The ACT science test
is 40 questions and it tests skills in analysis, interpretation, scientific reasoning and problem
solving skills. Some basic biology and some chemistry knowledge are helpful, but the key
concepts of scientific problem solving skills make the basis of the test. The ACT site has
several ACT Prep Resources that can be ordered for additional study.

SAT Prep
The official test prep for the new SAT is Khan Academy SAT Prep. This program is
interactive and will match your skills and needs. You will start with a diagnostic quiz and
the program will then give you instruction and practice based on this quiz. It will also give
you a practice schedule with email reminders based on when you plan to take the tests.
We have provided you with several links for SAT and ACT Prep Free and Purchasable
Resources.

Important Notes for
SAT and ACT Testing Day

There have been many security measures put in in
place for college admissions testing. Now when you
sign up, you must upload a picture as part of the
registration process. For information on this see:
SAT Registration Tips and ACT Photo Requirements for
Registration.
On test day you must bring:
• Your printed admissions ticket (with a clear
photo on it)
• A government issued picture identification
(Driver’s license, a DMV ID card, a Military ID
card or a passport). NOTE: The name on your
ID card and your admission ticket must be
exactly the same.
• At least 2 No. 2 pencils with erasers
• An approved calculator SAT
• An approved calculator ACT
For more information see:
•
•
•
•

Test Day Checklist SAT
Test Day Checklist ACT
What to Expect on Test Day SAT
What to Expect on Test Day ACT
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SAT SUBJECT TESTS
The College Board offers Subject Tests
(also called the SAT II tests). These
tests are not generally necessary for
college admissions. They may,
however, be necessary for different
departments in the university you plan
to attend. See Colleges and
Departments Requiring SAT Subject
Tests and
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.o
rg/sat-subject-tests/about/institutionsusing. Any list may at times become out
of date so it is important that you check
with the department you plan to apply
for at any university you plan to attend.
The SAT subject tests can also be used
to fill in gaps in a student’s A-G
coursework. To see how you can use
the subject tests in this way see:
Meeting the Subject Requirements for
University of California and Admissions
Handbook for the CSU.
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COLLEGE PREP TESTS LEADING TO COLLEGE CREDIT
AP Classes and Tests
AP stands for Advanced Placement. AP courses are college level
courses taken during high school. These courses offer the
possibility of the student earning high school credit and college
credit. Taking the course gives the student high school credit with
an honors type grade boost. This means that an A will be worth 5
points instead of 4 when calculating GPA. This is how students can
get GPAs above a 4.0. If a student earns a B then it is the same as an
A (4.0). A C is the same points as a B. However, a D remains a D so a
student must earn at least a C for the grade boost and to count
towards college applications.
In May, all AP courses have a specific exam given on a specific day at
a specific time. Every student in the nation takes them on the same date and time. The exams are scored on a
1-5 scale. If a student earns a high enough score, the results can be sent to the college. The score gives college
credit. Different schools expect different scores (3-5) as passing and some do not accept all exams. To sum up,
an AP course gives high school credit and the test gives college credit. To see what each college accepts, see AP
Credit Policy Search.
For students to get A-G and AP credit for an AP class, it must be on our a-g List with the University of California
Office of the President (UCOP). All our AP courses at this time must be taken through one of our online
vendors. The following vendors offer AP courses on our list:
· Apex
· Connections Advanced Academics
· K12
· National University
· Scout from University of California
Check our UCOP list at: https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist#/list/details/4093/ to see if our
students can receive A-G credit.
The vendor will provide instructions on how the test can be proctored. We cannot offer the AP test. If you need
to find a place to take the AP test, you can contact a local school or you can contact AP Central by March 1 and
let them know that you are a home schooled student and need to take the exam. You can call 888-225-5427 or
email apstudents@info.collegeboard.org. You will need to let them know
where you live and they will give you the contact information for schools’
AP test coordinators of schools that are willing to test outside
students. For more information see:
Registering for AP Exams and AP Bulletin for Students and Parents

College Level Examination Program (CLEP)
Taking CLEP tests is another way to earn college credit by exam is to
take a CLEP test. These tests aren’t tied to an actual class or curriculum,
but there are study guides available. They are not as widely accepted as
the AP tests, but you can check to see Which Colleges Accept CLEP.
These tests are run by the College Board and can only be taken through
official CLEP Test Centers. A passing score can give college credit but
not high school credit since no course was taken.
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PREPARING FOR THE MILITARY
If your child is planning to join the military they will take a very
important test know as the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery (ASVAB). This test will determine the occupational options
within the military and as a civilian after leaving the service.
ASVAB TEST AREAS
General Science - measures knowledge of life science, earth and space
science, and physical science
Arithmetic Reasoning - measures ability to solve basic arithmetic word
problems
Word Knowledge - measures ability to understand the meaning of words
through synonyms
Paragraph Comprehension - measures ability to obtain information
from written material
Mathematics Knowledge - measures knowledge of mathematical
concepts and applications
Electronics Information - measures knowledge of electrical current,
circuits, devices, and electronic systems
Auto and Shop Information - measures knowledge of automotive
maintenance and repair, and wood and metal shop practices
Mechanical Comprehension - measures knowledge of the principles
of mechanical devices, structural support, and properties of materials
Assembling Objects - measures ability with spatial relationship
The best preparation is to take solid academic classes. Another class that
would be very helpful would be the free course KEYTRAIN Career
Readiness Class as it covers the applicable applied mathematics, applied
technology and electronics.

CAREER EXPLORATION TESTS
Having a future goal in mind is
one of the best indicators of
academic success. Even if
students change their minds, at
least they are heading towards
something. Doing career
exploration makes the other
subjects have a context for
learning. Our official school
college and career exploration
program is
CaliforniaColleges.edu. Click on
Career Planning and then Learn
About Self to take career
inventories. Talk to your
guidance coordinator about
setting up an account. Your
tests will be saved to your
profile and then match you with
several possible careers.
For more career exploration
sites see: Career Exploration by
Grade Level.

See also:
• Specific ASVAB Study Resources
• ASVAB Fact Sheet
• Careers in the Military

CAREER CERTIFICATIONS
There are many careers that do not require a college degree and most of
them have some sort of certification test. Because of this, it is good to give
teens the chance to learn test-taking skills no matter what their future plans
may be. To explore what careers need certifications and to find training see:
Career One Stop Certification Finder
Our students have the opportunity to earn certifications in several fields from
Brighton College. See available Certifications with Brighton College.
National Career Readiness Certificate by taking the ACT Key Train Class with
our school and taking the ACT Work Keys Assessment. This class is free and
does not require you to use instructional funds. Ask your ES about the class.
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February
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Deadline to
register for March
SAT

11

12

13

14

15
Early Planning for
College
Affordability
webinar

16

17
Deadline to
Register for
COSMOS UC
Summer
Programs

18

19

20

21

22
Online ACT Demo
Class webinar

23

24

25

26

27

28

March
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
National Youth
Science Camp
Deadline

2
DEADLINE FOR
FAFSA to get Cal
Grant

3
Deadline to
Register for the
April 8 ACT

4
Channel Island
Day

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
Channel Island
Day

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22
Choosing the
College that's Best
for You Webinar

23

24
Guidance Meet
and Greet at
Science Day
Goldy S. Lewis
Community
Center
12pm - 2pm

18
San Diego State
Day
25
Fresno State Day

26

27

28

29

30
College Week Live
All Access Day

31

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

2

3

4

April
Wednesday
5

Thursday

Friday

6
Cal Poly Preview

7
Cal Poly
Preview
SAT Deadline
for May 6 Test

9

10

11

12

13

14

Saturday
1
8
UC Riverside Day
Santa Barbara Day
Channel Island Day
Dominguez Hills Day
CSU Los Angeles Day
CSU Northridge Day
CSU San Marcos Day
Cal Poly Preview
Sonoma State Day
15
Bruin Day UCLA

16

17

18

19
College Fair

20
College Fair

21

22
Cal Day Berkeley
Picnic Day UC Davis
CSU East Bay
Cal State Fullerton

26
College Fair

27

28

29
UC Merced Preview

Ontario Convention
Center

23
Bakersfield Day
College Fair Anaheim

24

30
College Fair at Sac
State

May 1
Last Day To
Submit Intent
To Register For
Most Colleges

25

Camarillo Airport Ventura

Convention Center

Pasadena Convention
Center

